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taken during the last twenty years to build up Soviet industry
the first models of motor-cars, tractors, and various new types
of machines were designed and constructed in the first place
in Leningrad, before being mass-produced in the centres of
heavy industry elsewhere in the Soviet Union.
The textile industry still occupies a prominent position,
more than i o per cent, of the entire cotton cloth production of
the U.S.S.R. originating in the mills of the city. Here also
is one of the largest plants for the production of synthetic
rubber, an industry of particular importance to a country
which possesses no resources of tropical rubber.
Finally, Leningrad is one of the largest centres of the
Russian shipbuilding industry, and the largest Soviet port.
In a later chapter the importance of the northern sea-route
to the northern lands will be discussed. The administration
of this organization, as well as that of many new projects in
Northern Siberia, is situated in Leningrad, which in many
respects may be regarded as the capital of the northern lands.
Population
The population of the Finno-Karelian Republic is com-
posed almost equally of Finnish and Karelian peoples and
Russians. The Karelians and Finns are found mainly in the
west and south-west, the Russians in the east and south-east,
especially around the shores of Lakes Ladoga and Onega.
The Finns are not a large minority, although their number
has been increased since new territory was added to the
Soviet Union at the conclusion .of the Soviet-Finnish War.
The Karelians work mainly in the lumber in4ustry. The
Murmansk district forms part of the Leningrad Region for
administrative purposes. But in both areas the greater part
of the population is urban, and concentrated in the three
large towns. The statistics given below illustrate clearly how
thinly the people are spread over the Kola Peninsula.
Throughout this large area there is a population of little
more than 45,000. The figures for the Leningrad district,
however, are the jnost outstanding. It will be seen that